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ECOSYSTEM	MARKETPLACE:	A	global	source	for	news,	data	and	analytics	on	
environmental	markets	and	payments	for	ecosystem	services	



RECORD YEAR:	Demand	for	forest	carbon	offsets	reached	an	all-time	high	of	
34.4	Mt	in	2015,	with	10.6	Mt	transacted	on	compliance	markets

HISTORICAL MARKET-BASED PAYMENTS FOR FOREST-BASED EMISSIONS REDUCTIONS:	 TRANSACTION VOLUMES AND VALUES

3
Note:	Based	on	193	MtCO2	e	in	market-based	transaction	 volume	over	time.	
Source:	Forest	Trends’	Ecosystem	Marketplace,	Converging	 at	the	Crossroads:	State	of	Forest	Carbon	Finance	2015.



NUMBER OF PROJECTS RESPONDING TO QUESTIONS WITHIN IMPACT CATEGORIES

CO-BENEFITS REPORT METHODOLOGY:	Global	annual	survey	of	forest	carbon	
offset	suppliers,	with	targeted	questions	about	multiple	impacts

Source:	Forest	Trends’	Ecosystem	Marketplace.	2016.	Not	So	Niche:	Co-benefits	at	the	Intersection	of	Forest	Carbon	 and	Sustainable	Development.
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EXTENT TO WHICH CO-BENEFITS MOTIVATED THE BUYER TO COMPLETE A TRANSACTION IN 2014	BY VOLUME,	AVERAGE
PRICE,	AND PROJECT COUNT

DEMANDDYNAMICS:	At	least	10.7	MtCO2e	transacted	in	2014	found	a	buyer	
primarily	because	of	their	co-benefits;	no	price	premium	detected

Notes:	Based	on	responses	associated	with	 16.3	MtCO2	e	in	transaction	 volume.
Source:	Forest	Trends’	Ecosystem	Marketplace.	2016.	Not	So	Niche:	Co-benefits	at	the	Intersection	of	Forest	Carbon	 and	Sustainable	Development.



TRENDS TO WATCH:

• More	specific	&	standardized	reporting	on	co-benefits
à It’s	only	getting	better

• Methodologies	to	“stack”	multiple	benefits
àFor	instance,	through	Gold	Standard	3.0

• Alignment	with	the	Sustainable	Development	Goals
à Forest	carbon	projects	are	tracking	metrics	that	
already	align	with	some	SDG	indicators.	More	alignment	
could	be	strategic:	These	Global	Goals	will	guide	
investments	for	the	next	15	years.
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CARBON AND CO-BENEFITS STANDARDS:	Provide	frameworks	for	measuring	
results,	but	often	leave	the	specifics	up	to	project	developers

Source:	Forest	Trends’	Ecosystem	Marketplace.	2016.	Not	So	Niche:	Co-benefits	at	the	Intersection	of	Forest	Carbon	 and	Sustainable	Development.


