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• Climate Neutral Origins

• Rooted in Nature

• Phenomenal Expansion and Globalization

• Economic Breadth

• $150 Billion Global Economic Impact 

• 27,000 km2 of land

• Significant Challenges

• Regulation

• Public Perception

• Carbon Overview

Golf’s Climate Fund

GEO is a responsible, respected and highly 
accountable industry support group, helping golf 
make tangible strides towards the forefront of the 
sustainability movement, providing real solutions 
that contribute to the long-term development and 
growth of the sport around the world. 

ABOU T  GOL F



GEO AN D  SU ST AN ABIL IT Y  IN  GOL F

Golf’s Climate Fund

• Engage (Campaign)

• Support (OnCourse® )

• Promote (GEO Certified® )

• Mitigate (Golf’s Climate Fund)

Industry Strategy



Golf’s Sustainability Platform
• Streamlined, action-oriented learning

• Data, stories, reports and analytics

• Monitoring and evaluation

• GEO Certified® and promotion

OnCourse® is integrated with golf’s ISEAL accredited 
standards and certification. 

Golf’s Climate Fund

ON C OU RSE ®



GOL F  P L A Y I NG I T S  P A R T

Golf’s Climate Fund

• Continual improvement in golf 

• Sustainable land management

• Extending golf’s reach beyond the sport

• Engaging golfers and non-golfers



C RED IBIL IT Y  PRIN C IPL ES

Golf’s Climate Fund

Credibility 
Principles

Sustainability

Transparency Relevance

Truthfulness Accessibility

Rigour Efficiency

Improvement Engagement

Impartiality

• Aligned with mainstream sustainability movement

• Transparent financial reporting

• Creative engagement and communication



• Golf’s Customized Carbon Calculators

• Tournaments

• Facilities

• Associations

• Events

• Spectators

• Tourist Destinations

• Carbon Reduction Goals

• Integrated into OnCourse®

• Learning and Awareness Raising

SC IEN C E BASED  T ARGET S

Golf’s Climate Fund



EXT ERN AL  ST AKEH OL DERS

Golf’s Climate Fund



GOL F ’ S  CL I MA T E  F UND

Golf’s Climate Fund

Project Aims
• Aligned with golf’s sustainability imperatives

• Contributing to SDGs

• Gold Standard certified

Drinking WaterReforestation

CommunitiesResourcesNature

Cookstoves



F OU N D ING PART N ERS

Golf’s Climate Fund

• Industry Tool Investment

• 144th Open Pilot Process

• European Tour Carbon Tracking

• 145th Open and Beyond



T H E 1 4 4 TH OPEN
ST ANDREWS 2015
PILOT CARBON AUDIT PROJECT





T H E OPEN  SU ST AIN ABIL IT Y  ST RAT EGY

Golf’s Climate Fund





T H E OPEN  – SC OPIN G & T RAC KIN G C ARBON  EMISSION S 

Golf’s Climate Fund



NEXT  ST EPS  AND L AUNCH

Golf’s Climate Fund

• Final decisions on Golf’s Climate Fund 
supported projects

• Discussions around mitigation payments

• Development of communications and 
marketing strategy for launch

• Industry engagement and uptake


