
Climate Security + 
Sustainable Development for All
Ways to Engage
Gold Standard ‘Grow to Zero’



CONTRIBUTE TO A SUSTAINABLE, 
EQUITABLE WORLD



HOW GOLD STANDARD CAN PROVIDE 
SOLUTIONS TO CHALLENGES 

• Today: Existing markets for carbon credits + Water Benefit Certificates
• Near term: Results-based finance for SDG outcomes, ecosystem services
• Future state: Certification of supply chain improvements and SDG 

contributions 



GOLD STANDARD 3.0

One comprehensive and 
integrated standard to:
• Guide best-practice design and 

implementation of climate and 
development projects

• Quantify progress to report against any 
given SDG target 

• Set the foundation for results-based 
finance for a broad set of outcomes 
that contribute to keeping warming 
under 1.5°C and meet the SDGs



SCIENCE- AND POLICY-BASED TARGETS 
FOR SDG IMPACTS

REDUCE AT HOME. 
FINANCE ABROAD.



FIRST APPLICATION: CLIMATE ACTION

Pillar 1: Emissions reductions within operations
Pillar 2: Finance target to fund emissions reductions outside 



BROAD IMPACT FOR CSR/ESG REPORTING

Triple bottom line: 
People
Planet
Profit



GOLD STANDARD 3.0

Gold Standard
Principles + 
Safeguards

Activity
Methodologies +
Quantification

Certified 
Outcomes, 
Products + Claims

+ Stronger project design 

that acknowledges 

trade-offs, mitigates 

risk, maximises impact, 

and ensures the results 

intended from the start

+ Potential to certify 
multiple interventions 
simultaneously for 
greater scale and ROI

+ Full assessment to all 
relevant SDGs for 
simple, comprehensive 
reporting 

+ Transparency of 

outcomes and 

management of claims 

to demonstrate impact 

in a credible and 

trusted way

Maximise 
positive 
impact;
Reduce 

risk

Quantify for 
easy 

reporting

Activate
communi-

cations



“We’re interested in climate, but 
we don’t ‘do’ offsetting”



THIS IS NOT OFFSETTING



AN EMISSION REDUCTION IS

direct investment in the transition to a 
low carbon economy. 



BUSINESS IS BEING CALLED



IMPACT TOWARD MULTIPLE 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS



MONETARY VALUE OF PROJECT IMPACTS
PER TON OF REDUCED CO2 EMISSIONS



INVEST IN OUTCOMES

Emissions 
Reductions

RECs

Water 
Benefits

ADALYs

Gender 
outcomes

Biodiversity 
outcomes



FUNDING IMPACTS: RESULTS BASED

GS VERs 
(Carbon 
Credits) 

Health
Outcome  
Statement 
(ADALYs)

Gender 
Outcome 

Statement 

Consumer goods 
company

Foundation

Activity Implementation Impacts delivered

Balance of 
payment 

upon results

Partial 
upfront 
finance

Impact 
investor

Impact 
investor



“We’re interested in embedding 
sustainability into operations, rather than 

contributing outside the fence.”



IN-HOUSE CHANGE PROGRAMME TO CERTIFY
SDG CONTRIBUTIONS THROUGH SUPPLY CHAIN

Food company 
wants to improve 
sustainability in 

supply chain

Agriculture activity: 
Changes to 500 

small holder farms

Water 
impacts

Emissions 
reductions

All outcomes 
automatically 

assigned to the 
company

Reduced deforestation 
Protection of biodiversity

Improved 
crop yields



GOLD STANDARD 3.0





NEW STANDARD TO CERTIFY 
SDG CONTRIBUTIONS

SCIENCE- AND POLICY-BASED TARGETS:
• Set a standard for ambitions for SDG contributions by sector
• Quantify impacts
• Certify claims



SDG CONTRIBUTIONS





“We’re committed to sustainability, but don’t 
do a good job communicating.”

“Climate and sustainability aren’t 
our core equity.”



REPORTING

WHAT-IF EXAMPLES OF BRAND COMMUNICATIONS
AND DEMO OF ANNUAL REPORT METRICS
WHO’S DOING IT WELL



REPORTING: CREATING VALUE



Brighter

Brighter colors.
Brighter futures.

P&G is improving the environmental 
impact of Tide Cold Water by requiring 

less energy—and accounting for the rest 
by investing in projects that improve 

access to education for girls 
in Uganda.







SUMMARY



SUMMARY



SUMMARY



OPPORTUNITIES FOR IMPACT

Today:
• Invest in Gold Standard Emissions Reductions and Water Benefit 

Certificates that deliver greater development impacts
• More effectively communicate to and engage your stakeholders 
Near term: 
• Leverage Gold Standard 3.0 results-based finance framework to fund 

additional SDG impacts
• Report on ‘value creation’ in a more meaningful way with 

quantification the contributions of investments to the SDGs
Future state: 
• Drive improvement throughout your value chain
• Certify your contributions SDG contributions 
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